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"Imagination is essential for a writer. Shatrughna Prasad was a
proponent of discipline in both life and literature. I always strive to
uphold that discipline in my own life." These remarks were made by
Awadhesh Narayan Singh, Chairman of the Bihar Legislative Council,
during the fourth event of a lecture series organized jointly by the
Acharya Shatrughna Prasad Research Institute, Patna, and Sri
Aurobindo Mahila College, Patna. Held at the auditorium of Sri
Aurobindo Mahila College in Patna, the program featured discussions
across two sessions: one on Shatrughna Prasad's novel "Takhte Taus'
and another on 'Acharya Bhartrihari and his Vakyapadiyam'. In the
inaugural session, Mr. Singh reminisced about the time spent with
Acharya-ji, noting his constant concern for society and the nation. He
highlighted key themes from the novel, such as the forced religious
conversions perpetrated by Mughal invaders and the character
assassination of women. He remarked that Shatrughna Prasad wanted
the present generation to learn—through his writing—about the
inhumane aspects of past history, a price our ancestors paid by risking
their very lives. During the session, the college principal, Prof. Rekha
Rani, honored the guests with *Angavastrams* (ceremonial stoles) and
a symbol of Maharshi Aurobindo; in her welcome address, she stated
that organizing a national seminar on the literary work of such a
distinguished figure was a matter of pride for the college.

The keynote speaker for the first session, Prof. Sadanand Gupta—former
Chairman of the Uttar Pradesh Hindi Sansthan and former Professor at
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Gorakhpur University—presented an in-
depth analysis of the narrative of the novel 'Takhte Taus'. He stated,
"Shatrughna Prasad propagated the national ethos through his creative
writing. He aspired to view history in its continuity. In his historical
novels, he emerges as a writer who deeply loves his land and culture.
His novel *Takhte Taus* presents the history of the Aurangzeb era,




depicting the Satnami sect, Shivaji, and India's tradition of struggle; the
novel remains relevant today in its fundamental objectives." Prof.
Rajendra Prasad Gupta, Deputy Leader of the ruling party in the Bihar
Legislative Council, presided over this session. He remarked that
Shatrughna Prasad’s creative work was driven by a commitment to
national unity—a theme that remains pertinent today. He drew a
parallel between Adi Guru Shankaracharya, who established *Peethas*
(monastic seats) in four corners of the country to safeguard the Sanatan
tradition, and Shatrughna Prasad, who wove the entire nation together
by incorporating narratives from places like Nalanda, Kashmir, Ujjayini,
Punjab, Shravasti, and Rajasthan into his novels.

At the beginning of the first session, Prof. Anita, Chairperson of the
Acharya Shatrughna Research Institute, introduced the theme of the
event.

During this session, four research scholars—Vivek Tripathi (Raja
Shankar Shah University, Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh), Saurabh
Morale (University of Delhi), Chandan Kumar Paswan (Lalit Narayan
Mithila University, Darbhanga), and Pradeep Kumar Awasthi
(Jayaprakash Narayan University, Chhapra)—who are conducting
research on Acharya Shatrughna Prasad’s novels at various universities
across the country, were honored with the 'Acharya Shatrughna Prasad
Rachna-Samman' (Literary Award). They were presented with a
citation, a memento, and an *Angavastram* (ceremonial stole). All four
also briefly presented their views focusing on Shatrughna Prasad’s
literary works. Additionally, Dr. Ashok Kumar Jyoti, Assistant Professor
in the Department of Hindi at Banaras Hindu University, presented a
comparative study of the personalities and writings of Acharya
Bhartrihari and Acharya Shatrughna Prasad, while also highlighting the
distinctive features of the latter's historical perspective. The session was
graced by the distinguished presence of renowned physician Prof.
Vijayendra Kumar. Dr. Ajay Kumar moderated the session, while Dr.
Arun Kumar proposed the vote of thanks.

The theme of the second session was 'Acharya Bhartrihari and his
*Vakyapadiyam*'. In his keynote address, senior litterateur and retired
IAS officer Ranendra Kumar remarked that Bhartrihari's
*Vakyapadiyam* is a seminal work in the philosophy of language, noting
that it has had a profound influence abroad. Serving as the main
speaker, Prof. Rajneesh Kumar Mishra—Professor and Dean of the
Department of Sanskrit at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi—
stated that Bhartrihari played a pivotal role in laying the groundwork



for global discourse on the philosophy of language. As early as the 5th
century, Bhartrihari demonstrated to the world that language is the
primary medium of thought. There is a deep interconnection between
knowledge, language, and power; indeed, power is constructed through
language. Prof. Mishra noted that Acharya Bhartrihari established the
intrinsic relationship between *Shabda* (the Word) and *Brahma* (the
Ultimate Reality) in the very first *Karika* (verse) of the
*Vakyapadiyam®*. In her presidential address, Prof. Rekha Rani,
Principal of Sri Arvind Mahila College, described Acharya Bhartrihari
as a profound scholar who enriched Sanskrit grammar; she observed
that he offered fresh perspectives by re-establishing the significance of

the alphabet. His insights remain relevant for today's generation...
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